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In this issue... 
 
Welcome to the second edition of News & Views 
CMJ Canada.  Contained in these three pages, you 
will find an editorial about an approach to 
supporting Israel based in justice; an article on the 
Jewish roots of the Christian faith by Rev Sharon 
Hayton, Executive Director, CMJ Canada; an 
overview of Aaron Eime’s up-coming Canadian 
speaking tour; more details on the November 2015 
Shoresh Study Tour to Israel; and important things 
to pray for.  Enjoy and be encouraged. 
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Editorial:  Can and should people of faith – 
or no faith at all – support a Jewish 
homeland 

 
In today’s charged political climate, do you wrestle 
with how to speak helpfully with friends, family, 
neighbours and colleagues, specifically those with 
different backgrounds and beliefs, about your 
support for the State of Israel and its right to exist 
in these particularly troubled times?  Marvin R. 
Wilson, a leading scholar on Christian-Jewish 
relations, has written an enlightening book which 
helps equip us to respond to these issues.  It is 
entitled: Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the 
Christian Faith (1989, Wm B Eerdmans Pub Com). 
 

In the section: “Jews, Christians and the Land,” Dr. 
Wilson unpacks a refreshingly different 
understanding of the right of the Jewish people to 
a secure homeland based primarily on the issues of 
justice, morality and history.  While respecting the 
complexity (and sensitivity) of the issue, Dr. Wilson 
highlights that passion for justice which the 
prophets demanded (Amos 5:24; Mic. 6:8).  He 
writes: “Built by the hands of survivors of a 
holocaust that claimed six million lives, Israel 
always has the issue of Jewish survival as a central 
concern.” (p.269)  All caring members of civil 
societies – whether persons of faith or no faith at 
all – need to embrace that same sense of justice 
when responding to misunderstandings and biases 
that we may hear around us. 
 
For those of us who are people of faith, particularly 
Christian faith, in Our Father Abraham, Dr. Wilson 
affirms that “the Church cannot afford to be 
passive, neutral, or aloof about laying claim to its 
full Jewish heritage.” (p. 270)  Dr. Wilson quotes 
Markus Barth: “Because of the Jew named Jesus 
Christ, and because salvation comes from the Jews, 
a Christian concerned for Jews will affirm and 
support this state…Christians are called and 
enabled to say ‘Yes’ to it, and despite all its 
problems, to defend it against its ideological and 
political enemies.” (2006, Markus Barth, People of 
God, pp.69-70) 
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All Christians, whether from the Middle East, Asia, 
Africa, Europe, Oceania or the Americas, owe their 
spiritual heritage to the Jewish people. Solidarity 
with Israel is about remembering we are ingrafted 
branches, cut out of an olive tree that is wild by 
nature, and grafted into a cultivated olive tree; that 
is, the faithful remnant of Israel (Rom. 11.24).  
 
So – as we seek to offer verbal support to our 
Jewish brothers and sisters, let us be empowered 
to speak up with love, respect and courage when 
the opportunity arises. It’s a matter of family 
connections on the deepest level. May the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob help make “the justice of 
[our] cause shine like the noonday sun.”  (Psalm 
37:6)                                                By Joy Gillett, Editor 
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Are the Jewish Roots of Christianity 
Important? 
 
This is one of the key questions that Rev Aaron 
Eime, gifted Bible teacher from Christ Church, 
Jerusalem, CMJ Israel, will be addressing during his 
upcoming October/November, 2014 Canadian 
speaking tour (please see schedule below). 
 
Coming to Canada for the third year, Aaron teaches 
in many nations and is particularly equipped to 
help us understand the significance and 
importance of the Jewish roots of our faith 
expressed in the Scriptures. 
 
When one reads the Bible from cover to cover, 
even in a casual sense, one discovers it is written 
primarily within a Jewish context. Beginning with 
the call of Abram (later changed to Abraham), to 
the deliverance of the Hebrews from slavery in 

Egypt, to the formation of the nation of Israel, it is 
within the history and struggles of this particular 
nation that God is revealed. 
 
For so long, many Christians in the West have 
separated the Old Testament from the New.  
Seemingly, it was a different God who was 
revealed.  This is not so.  There is a definite 
continuity from the Old to the New, and the 
context continues to be a Jewish one. The events of 
the New Testament, from 37 BCE to 132 CE, mostly 
happened within the borders of the Jewish 
Herodian Kingdom and the Tetrachy (Judea), and 
the Province of Judea.  The writers of Holy 
Scripture were virtually all Jewish and the issues 
dealt with were within a Jewish framework. 
 
The New Testament records the fulfillment of Old 
Testament expectation – Messiah will come to 
deliver His people.  Jesus of Nazareth is that 
Messiah. He is also the Savior of the world.  This 
Good News was given first to the Jew and then to 
the Gentile – taken into the Gentile world through 
Jewish believers.  Scripture tells us we have 
received the blessing promised, and have been 
‘grafted in” into the Olive Tree (Rom. 11.17) and 
have been brought into the commonwealth of 
Israel and the covenant blessings.(Eph.2.12) 
 
Therefore - to understand Jesus, the Bible and the 
fullness of God’s Kingdom purposes it is important 
that we understand the Bible in its Jewish context. 
 
This is precisely why we encourage you to hear 
Aaron Eime teach as he opens the Word in its 
Hebraic context. You will be enlightened, 
strengthened in your faith, and inspired as a result. 

 
By Rev Sharon Hayton, Exec Dir, CMJ Canada 
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Aaron Eime returns to Canada 
 
Aaron Eime, Deacon of Christ Church in the Old City 
of Jerusalem and Director of its Heritage Centre, 
visits Canada this October and November, 2014.  
Here are the details (see www.cmjcanada.ca): 
 
- Ottawa: Oct 5th: Church of the Messiah, 400 King 
Edward Ave @ 10 am; 
- Ottawa: Oct 6th -10th: various venues including 
Parliament Hill, U of Ottawa, Evangelical Pastors’ 
gathering (details to follow). 
 
- Toronto: Oct 10th: Rosh Pinah, 630 Spadina @7pm; 
- Toronto: 11th: Tree of Life Kehillat Eytz Chaim – 
Tree of Life Congregation, 89 Centre Ave, North 
York @ 10:30 am; 
- Toronto: 12th: Christ the Redeemer, 455 Spadina 
Ave @ 10:30 am and Bethel South Asian ANiC 
Church, 1024 Kennedy Rd N, Brampton @ 3 pm; 
- Toronto: 13th: Thanksgiving Outreach, “A Quiet 
Place”, U of Toronto International Student Ministry. 
 
- Victoria: 15th: Pastors’ Lunch; Dinner with CMJ 
Canada Board of Directors; 
- Victoria: 16th to 18th: City-wide Conference hosted 
at Gateway Baptist Church, 898 Royal Oak Ave; 
“Jesus, Lord of History”: Exploring our Jewish 
roots/Expanding our understanding; Thur @ 7-9 
pm; Fri @ 6:30 pm Children’s focus until 7:30, child-
minding; Sat @ 9-3 (bring own lunch) & @ 7-9 pm; 
- Victoria: 19th: Preaching at Providence 
Community Church, 1442 Monterey Ave @ 10 am. 
 
- Abbotsford: 24th (Saint Matthew’s Anglican 
Church, 2087 McMillan Rd): Shabbat Dinner @ 6 
pm; 25th: School of Ministry Classes @ 9 am to 4 
pm; 26th: preaching @ 8:45 am; and @ 7 pm, 
Serving at the Crossroads of the Middle East. 
 
- Calgary: City Wide Conference, Nov 1-2 (details to follow). 
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Nov 5 – 20, 2015 Shoresh Study Tour to 
Israel Announced! 

 
Over the past few months, CMJ Canada has been 
working hard to create an Israel study tour itinerary 
for 2015 that will be a significant tool for 
understanding our spiritual heritage in the Land of 
the Bible. Please contact Joy Rousay, Tour 
Administrator and Board Member, CMJ Canada at 
jrousay@shaw.ca and 604-850-2851. The tour 
itinerary and Priority Registration Form are posted 
on the CMJ Canada website. 
 

 

 
 
Please pray for: 
- The Vicar of Bagdad, Canon Andrew White whose 
congregation is diminishing at the hands of the 
Islamic State (donations being collected by Oct 15th; 

indicate “CMJ Canada/Vicar of Bagdad” on memo line); 
- Christian brothers and sisters throughout the 
Middle East; 
- Rev Aaron Eime’s preparations for the up-coming 
speaking tour; 
- The ministries of CMJ Israel; 
- Rev Sharon Hayton for safe and fruitful travels 
across Canada and connections with key people. 
 

 
CMJ Society Canada Inc. 
28, 300 Six Mile Road 
Victoria, BC V9B 5Y3 
Tel:  250-478-3460 
Email:  cmjcanada7@gmail.com 
Web:  www.cmjcanada.ca 
 
CMJ Canada is a non-profit society with charitable  
Status through ICMS Number 83464-6341-RCO. 
Please make checks payable to ICMS indicating CMJ 
Canada in the memo line. Thank you for mailing 
checks to the above Victoria CMJ Canada address 
(they will be forwarded to ICMS). 
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